






















































































































Theater skit. Clubs and organizations scheduled Centennial programs. A. "Get 
Acquainted" tea was held for all foreign-born residents of Rochester. The 
Women's committee was active, sponsoring three teas, a dinner, two style shows. 
The new International Business Machines plant was dedicated and t'1e ceremony 
had many Centennial aspects including the sealing and burying of a time capsule 
which contained news of Centennial events. A new high school and court house 
were dedicated with Centennial themes incorporated in the ceremonies. United 
Nations Centennial dinner was held. Rochester and the Mayo Clinic put on a 
World Health Organization Day hosting foreign nation delegates to the 
Assembly who travelled in a group to Rochester. The county was nominated for 
the Thomas Jefferson Award of the Valley Forge Freedoms Foundation. Budget 
for the Centennial activities was $11 000, appropriated by the county board. 

OTTER TAIL ------------
Personal invitations were sent to county pioneers to atte,nd Centen

nial events in Pelican Rapids, including a pageant during the Diamond Jubilee 
and Centennial Celebration June 23-24, A Harvest Festival was held in Henning 
July 14-16. Doctor Patterson Day, honoring a pioneer physician, was a Fergus 
Falls activity April 27, Included in day's events were a parade, dedica
tion of a new building at the state hospital, and an honor banquet. Underwood 
had a Harvest Festival and Battle Lake ts Centennial Reunion was attended by 
old settlers·. Dairy Day in Fergus Falls used the Centennial theme in its parade. 
Many schools had Centennial programs, displays of antiques and displays made 
of papier mache'. The county board appropriated 

Centennial Bridge in Thief River Falls was dedicated August 2 as 
part of the Pennington County and Thief River Falls Centennial Celebration 
and Jaycee !quacade August 1-3. The bridge spans the Thief River and is 
located within the city limits. A.n historical museum room in the county court
house was dedicated and opened to the public, The town of Goodridge (Popula
tion 150) drew 4,000 persons during its Centennial celebration Jure 1 which in
cluded a parade, honoring of pioneers, a program, and displays of historical 
objects. St, Hilaire•s Centennial Celebration July 4 drew 3,000 attendance. 
The county fair in Thief River Fdlls July 21-24 included a 4-H Dress Review 
with Centennial costumes, and Indian skit and ·musical numbers. The 4-H had a 
display of antiques. ribbons had a Centennial imprint. On Centennial 
Train Day in Thief River Falls July 111 merchants wore pioneer costumes and sold 
their wares on the street, The county library and Goodridge school contained 
antique displays and FTAs and rural schools presented Centennial programs. Garden 
clubs used the Centennial theme for flower shows. The Centennial budget was 
$1,300 of which $521.02 was appropriated by the county. A $600 balance from the 
sale of Centennial items will go toward the purchase of property for a Centennial 
Roadside Park. 

Schools sponsored special Centennial projects. The county fair at 
Pine City August 4-6 incorporated Centennial themes in 4-H activity and in the 
grandstand program. Pioneers were honored with presentations of certificates. 
The Grange presented a short historical pageant. Churches observed Centennial 
Sunday on Statehood Day. The county appropriation of $400 was the total 
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The Ninth Annual Edgerton Dutch Festival included a Minnescta 
Centennial Jubilee July 16-17 which attracted the greatest attendance in its 
history, 27,000 persons. Streets were decorated with Centennial bunting and 
during the program two Minnesota military units, the 135th Infantry and the 
Minnesota First Regiment, were honored. In Pipestone, the 10th annual 
"Sc~g of Hiawathall pageant was presented July 18-20, 25-27 and august 1-3. 
A history of Pipestone County was published, as was a small brochure listing a 
calendar of events. Establishment. of a Pipestone County Mueeum is being wo:rked 
on withthe historical society. Pioneers received certificates at .an honor 
banquet. The county fair, at Pipestone August 18-20, featured a Centennial 
tent where two films were shown. Schools had a dancing exhibition, helped 
VJrite the county history and had Centennial class projects. Antiques: were 
displayed by various business organizations. The Pipestone Bank published a 
Centennial song which was written by an employee. Centennial Sunday was ob
served by churches of the county with special emphasis on Pioneer mothers. 
An art show incorporated the Centennial theme. The county's appropriation of 
$J,600 constituted the total budget. 

A number of community Centennial observances highlighted the year
long observance in Polk County. A Pioneer Pageant was produced at the county 
fair in Fertile July 11-13. The attandance was 5,000. A pageant also was 
presented during the Northwestern Minnesota Agricultural Association Exposition 
at Fosston July 16-19. Fosston also held a Diamond Jubilee and Centennial 
Celebration June 26-29. Crookston presented the Red River Valley Shows and 
Centennial Pageant February 25-28. The Thirteen Towns Jubilee Celebration was 
held at Mcintosh June 13-15 with 20 ,ooo p~rsons attending, East Gran.d Forks 
had a Centennial Celebration May 8-10. Pioneers were honored at several dinners 
and programs. Schools held essay contests, poster· compet·itions .an<l· observances 
of. Statehood Day,. Several.churches compiled histories. Clubs and organizations 
held style shows, historical exhibits and ccmpiled histories of their organ
izations. A history of Polk County has been completed and is ready for 
publication. The county budget of $5 ,OOO was appropriated by the coromis sior..ers 1 

Money raised at several events in the county has been put into a 
Historical Society museum fund. The county fair at Glenwood September 12-14 
incorporated the Centennial theme throughout its activities. A one room 
country school was placed on the fairgrounds as an historical museum and a 
program featured skits about pioneers. Other Centennial features of the fair 
were a Parade of Progress, pioneer kitchen, dress review, food bazaar featuring 
foods of other nationalities. A queen contest among women 80 to 98 years of 
age was concluded with a pioneer dinner and the choosing of a queen and 
attendants. Centennial programs were presented at schools in Glenwood, 
Starbuck, Cyrus, Lowry and Villard. Churches held Centennial festivals and 
Centennial displays were exhibited in store windows• Glenwood' s Waterama 
August 9-10 was a Centennial celebration. The county appropriation was $600. 
Other money for Centennial activities was raised by selling Centennial 
souvenirs and other items. 
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A new building at a cost of $5,000 was erected on the fairgrounds 
with funds donated from individuals in a Centennial fund drive. A bronze 
plaque honoring early pioneer Pierre Bottineau was mounted in the City Park 
at Red Lake Falls. The county fair at Red Lake Falls July 25-27 featured a 
pararte of old vehicles and a float displaying historical articles,. A grand
stand program of home talent was presented with a Centennial theme. Pioneers 
-were honored with a program on Centennial Train Day in Red Lake Fal~s July 12. 
A Centennial parade also was held that day and store windows were filled with 
historical exhibits.. Granite plaques honoring Minnesota's Centenrlial were 
presented to each county school. Appreciation Day at Oklee September 20 had 
a Centennial theme as did school dedications at Plummer and Red Lake Falls. 
Most churches observed Centennial Sunday, The county budget of ~l,000 was 
appropriated by the county commissioners. 

North Redwood, the smallest town to be visited by the Centennial 
Train, held a breakfast for dignitaries and printed a brochure of local 
history which was distributed to train visitors June 4, Beard and Bustle Day 3 

at Morgan June 15 included a locally written and produced pageant, A.ttendm. ce
was 20,000 during the festivities. The county fair at Redwood Falls September 
4-7 used the Centennial as its theme, including a Pioneer Day, school exhibits, 
Indian dances staged by Boy s·couts in Indian costumes, an exhibit of old cars 
and buggies and farm equiprr.ent and household articles, award ribbons with 
Centennial imprint, an old rural schoolhouse restored as a museum, and old
time bands playing Centennial concerts. An essay contest was sonducted for 
school children, graduation exercises used Centennial decorations, books on 
Minnesota history were displayed in schools and the Morgan library featured 
an art display. Historic sites around the county were marked with pl~ques •. 
Farm groups sponsored a Centennial Inventor's Congress and the Sanborn 
community sponsored Plowville. Banquets in churches incorporated a Centennial 
theme by the use of pioneer costumes and pioneer menus. Women's clubs pro
duced historical skits, dinners, flower shows, a style show and historical 
exhibits. V-Esta Days at Vesta had a Centennial theme June 21 as did 
Centennial Popcorn Day at Belview July 19 and the Centennial Pancake Festival 
at Redwood Falls February 18, The Redwood County Centennial Pageant was 
presented at Redwood Falls July Jl-August 2. The fair won $JOO first prize 
in Class 7 of the statewide county fair competition. The county budget 
cf $4,000 was appropriated by the commissioners. 

Tours to historic sites in Renville County were conducted by the 
County Historical Society as a Centennial ac'4tivity. The county fair at Bird 
Island August 18-20 included 4-H displays with a Centennial theme and an 
Indian grandstand program, ~ one room schoolhouse has been preserved on the 
fairgrounds as a museum. Each school in the county used a pioneer theme for 
observing the Centennial. Towns had historical displays in store windows~ 
Pioneers were honored at a number of vi.llage celebrations including thdSe 
h6ld in Hector, Fairfax, Olivia, Buffalo Lake, Sacred Heart and Franklin. The 
county appropriated $250. 
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A new 4-H building at the Rice County Fairgrounds in Faribault, 
"Centennial Hall, 11 was dedicated during the fair July 31-August .3. The fair 
featured Pioneer Day with a reception at the one room schoolhouse museum. 
Century farm families were honored and antique farm implements and vehicles 
were exhibited. An historic marker wa~ placed at the original location of 
Shattuck School in conjunction with Shattuck's Centennial observance and a 
Farade was held in Faribault by the school. Another marker was placed on the 
grave of tdexander Faribault, founder of the city of Fairbault. On Centennial 
Train Day in Northfield May JO a Memorial Day Parade was held. In Faribault, 
a special shopping day featured exhibits of historical ite·ms. The National 
Antique Car Owners of America meet was held June 13-15 at Shattuck School. 
Faribault grade schools presented a program, 11Minnerama, 11 in honor of 
Minnesota's history. Northfield high school and rural schools had Centennial 
programs. Churches observed Centennial Sunday May 11. A Centennial float 
representing the county appeared in the Parade of the Century and in nine 
other parades in and around the county, Dundas celebrated 11Diane 8.ll:::ers Day" 
in honor of the hometown girl who was named "Miss Centennial Minnesota, 11 

Princess Astrid of Norway visited Northfield and was entertained at St, Olaf 
College. The annual Morristown Fourth of July celebration was a Centennial 
event,, Other events included a Winter Sports Festival at St, Olaf College in 
Northfield February 8, a Carleton College Winter Carnival in Northfield 
February 23 and a May Fete May 24, a Scandinavian Pioneer Centennial Celebr
ation May 17-18 at Nerstrand and a Centennial Festival and Mum Show at 
Faribault October 27-November 8, The county budget was $3,000 with $700 
appropriated by the county board, $1,000 appropriated by the city of Faribault, 
$500 appropriated by the city of Northfield and $800 raised by selling 
Centennial souvenir items. 

The Rock County Historical Society has erected a stone marker at 
the site of the county's first residence. The marker was dedicated during a 
Founders Day i:r ogram, A pageant, "Centennial Follies, 11 was presented at the 
county fair in Luverne with an estimated attendance of 3,000. Other fair 
features were a flower show depicting a large birthday cake, Centennial parade, 
antique display and Centennial booth, The Centennial Fine Arts Exhibit wa~ 
shown during the fair. A history of the county in booklet form served as a 
souvenir program for a Follies pageant and was distributed to the publico 
Women's clubs featured Centennial in their programs and meetings. Pioneers 
were honored at a recognition dinner. The historical society hosted an 
honor picnic for pioneers. Centennial Bargain Days was a project of Luverne 
businessmen. The bells of St. Catherine's church in Luverne were rung 100 
times at midnight on New Year's Eve to usher in the Centennial year. An 
historical play, ttThey Named It Minnesota, 11 was presented as ~chievement Day 
program and also was given by the Hardwick school's Seventh Grade,, Other 
schools held Centennial programs. Hardwick sponsored a three-day Centennial 
Celebration. A Military Ball with a Centennial theme was held in Luverne. 
The county appropriation which constituted the budget was ~;,300. 

Two hundred honor certificates were presented to pioneers whose 
farms or businesses have remained in the family for more than 50 years in 
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the family for more than. 50 years in Roseau County• An historical pageant 
written by several schools and other groups was presented at the county fair 
July 22-24 in Roseau, Other features of the fair with a Centennial theme 
were a parade, art exhibit, exhibit on logging history, flower show, school 
exh~bits, development of transportation exhibits and Centennial award ribbons. 
The Centennial film, "An Agricultural Portrait," was shown during the entire 
fair. The History of Roseau County has been compiled and plans ·are to 
publish it. Churches observed the Centennial in services May 11 and 18. 
A. "Harvest Harmony" musical was produced in Roseau lrngust 13 and a Rural 
School Music Festival was held May 11. Other Centennial events included 
the Ninth District Legion Convention in Roseau June 21, Timber Day at 
Warroad September 1 1 Clover Festival at Roseau September 27 and Flax Festival 
at Badg~r October 3, Women 1 s groups presented dinners honoring old settlers,, 
a style show and Centennial programs at meetings. The budget 'Was $4,000 
of which the county appropriated ~$500. The commissioners will appropriate 
$3,000 more when the county history is published. Souvenir sales account 
for the remainder of the income. 

Each of the communities in the northern half of St. Louis County 
had a separate Centennial committee guided and coordinated by the North St. 
Louis County Centennial Committee. Centennial community celebrations 
included Virginia's Centennial Week July 27 to August 7. which drew 25,000 
persons, Ely's Roaring Stoney Days July 4-6 with 16,000 attendance, Flag 
Day at Hibbing June 14 which drew 20,000 persons, Chisholm's Centennial and 
Fire ~nniversary with 9,000 attendance ~ugust 29-September 1, Peter Mitchell 
Day June 22 at Babbitt with 5,000, Miner's Haul-i-day at Buhl July 19 with 
4,000, Pioneer Day at Tower August 9, Independence Day celebrations at 
Mountain Iron and Gilbert, dedication of the Voyageur Monument at Crane Lake 
June 15, and Centennial Days at Hoyt Lakes July 20, Kinney July 12 and Cook 
July 13. Ely had a centennial community fair august 21-22 and Hibbing put 
on a Centennial 1. linter Carnival February 7-9, An _historical musical page ant, 
11Growin 1 Pains," was presented at Hibbing before a crowd of 5,000. Pageants 
were also presented at Chisholm and in the Chisholm school., The county fair 
in Hibbing featured a Centennial parade, an All-Range Centennial Talent Show, 
Pioneer Day and educational exhibits and fair decorations with a Centennial 
theme. The largest single day attendance of the Centennial Train in the state 
occurred in Hibbing where 7,267 viewed the exhibits July 28. Historical 
exhibits were displayed in nearly every community, Hibbing established a 
Museum of Pioneers. A catalog of historical items was compiled in Virginia. 
Pioneers were honored with dinners in most communities. ~ Centennial float 
representing the north half of the county appeared in the.Parade of the 
Century and others in the area. Churches observed Centennial Sunday May 11. 
In Virgiliia July 27 Centennial was recognized in churches as part of the 
Centennial Week observance. Programs and projects were presented in schools& 
Clubs and organizations presented Centennial programs and projects with style 
shows, band programs and exhibits. An All-Nations Food Fair was held in 
Virginia, The Northern Minnesota Finnish Festival was held in Hibbing June 
21-22.The Finnish l°'merican group had a program in Virginia. Other nationality 
groups also injected Centennial into their programs. Centennial sporting 
events were held including the Last Chance Curling Bonspiel at Hibbing March 
10-13, retriever trials, golf tournament, trap shoot, fishing contests and 
fly casting exhibitions. The Hibbing High School Band participated in the 
Mackinac Bridge Dedication, The group took first place in band competition 
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there and was the only Minnesota band entered. The band represented the 
state Centennial and distributed 5,000 pieces of promotional literature on 
the Centennial to visitors at the bridge dedication, County commissioners 
appropriated $2,500 while Hibbing, Chisholm, Buhl, Mountain Iron, Virginia, 
Eveleth, Gilbert, Biwabik, Hoyt Lakes, Tower and Ely city councils each 
appropriated $11500 for their Centennial committee. Ely raised $2,800 
for its Roaring Stoney Days, Buhl raised about ~900 in addition to $1,487 
from tax levy and Chisholm raised about $3,000 in addition to the tax money. 

A number of winter sports events highlighted the Centennial 
observance in the southern portion of St. Louis County. The International 
Curling Bonspiel was held in Duluth January 23-26, the Invitational Ski 
Jumping Championships was in Fond du Lac February 2 and the Duluth Ski Club's 
Invitational Downhill-Slalom Meet l>Jas held February 22-23 at Fond du Lac, 
Other events included the Minnesota Folk Dance Festival May JO-June 1 at 
the University of Minnesota Duluth Brahch, a folk festival sponsored by the 
International Institute of Duluth, and the annual convention of the Folk 
Dance Federation was held in Duluth August 2. A Centennial float representing 
Duluth and South St. Louis County appeared in the Parade of the Century, the 
Minneapolis Aquatennial Parade and in a number of other county parades. 
On Statehood Day, May 11, the St. Louis County Historical Society and the 
A.M. Chisholm museum held open house with Centennial theme exhibits. Pioneer$ 
were presented certificates at the Centennial Train appearance in Duluth 
August 1-3. A motorcade and band paraded down Superior Street to the train. 
Churches observed Centennial Sunday May 11 and church bells were rung at 
3 p.m. that day. Duluth's Public Library had Centennial exhibits of Minnesota 
authors. Public and parochial schools had extensive programs pertaining to 
Minnesota history. UMD had a history institute. The College of St. Scholas
tica held special Centennial events. The Duluth Symphony Orchestra presented 
a Centennial concert.. Women 1 s groups in Duluth incorporated Centennial 
into their programs by wearing pioneer costumes for programs, historical
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displays, and the compiling of music and club histories in honor of pioneers. 
The Centennial budget was $3,050 of which $2,580 was a county appropriation~ 

Century farm families were honored during the year. A dinner at 
Savage honored senior citizens and that town held Dan Patch Centennial Days 
August 2-3. The home extension group held a treasure hunt for historical 
items; also a luncheon and tea incorporated the Centennial theme. Schools and 
recreational groups carried out Centennial historical projects. Dairy Day 
at Prior Lake featured a Centennial parade. The county fair at Jordan 
~ugust 11-13 incorporated the Centennial theme. The Methodist Church of 
Jordan and the First Presbyterian Church of Belle Plaine also celebrated 
their Centennials this year.. The county appropriation was (;>l,OOO. Only 
$271 of this was spent. 

§tl~fil 

The Sherburne County Fair at Elk River ~ugust 4-6 displayed 
historical articles. Some schools had Centennial projects and exhibits• 
A Centennial Bazaar was held by women's church groups and several women 1s 
clubs sponsored teas and a flower showo There was no budget. 
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SIBLEY 

11 0ver 60 Day" at the county fair in Arlington August 7-10 featured 
an "over 6011 chorus and band. Pioneers were honored at a luncheon arrl were 
presented with certificates. A Pony Express was run between Fort Ridgley 
and Arlington, stopping at Gibbon, Winthrop, Gaylord, New huburn and Green 
Isle Post Offices for mail. Seventy-eight miles were covered in Sk hours 
using 12 horses and as many riders. Sauerkraut Days in Henderson July 25-27, · 
Dairy Day in Winthrop and a Diamond Jubilee in Gaylord were Centenn·ial. events. 
Churches observed Centennial Sunday and St. Michael's Church in Gaylord held 
open house in its new church building and displayed antique articles. A 
Centennial Essay Contest was conducted in schools. Rural v·lomen 1 s Day at 
Gaylord had a Centennial theme. A county float appeared in the Parade of the 
Century and in county parades. The county historical society had a celebration 
at Henderson on Memorial Day. The county budget was $1,981 with $1,000 
county appropriated. The remainder of the budget was raised by selling 
Centennial souvenir items. 

STEARNS 

One building at the Stearns County Fair in Sauk Centre :August 7-10 
was set aside entirely for historical exhibits. The county was represented 
in the Parade of the Century by a float. Centennial Ice Cream Days in 
Paynesville June 26-28 drew 15,000. Paynesville published a community 
history. The Paynesville village hall exhibited displays throughout the year. 
A Meire Grove Centennial Celebration included a weekly street dance for three 
weeks which drew 7, 000 :r:e rsons. A community history was written and published 
also. The annual three-day festival at Melrose had 12,000 attendance and 
Albany's Lions Club staged an official reception for the Centennial Train. 
The county appropriated $1,000 of which $725 was spent. 

STEELE 

A new historical building was dedicated October 24 in Owatonra. 
The county fair in Owatonna August 12-17 featured rural school exhibits of 
history, a Centennial Day with the wearing of pioneer costumes, a Centennial 
Headquarters tent with entertainment and exhibits and a Centennial parade. 
Churches observed Centennial Sunday May 11 and several churches had special 
Centennial programs. The Budget was ~Pl,2 00 which came from donations and 
the sale of Centennial items. 

STEVENS 

Beards and bustles were prominent in Morris when a Centennial 
observance was held June 12 in conjunction with the arrival of the Centennial 
Train. Centennial costumes were worn by retail clerks, a beard corit·es.t wa-s 
held, band concerts were presented during the day and a street square dance 
with dancers in Centennial costumes was the event of the evening. An 
historical ~eant locally written and produced was presented with a cast of 
400 and an attendance of 17, 000 at the county fair in Morris Au gust 15-17. 
Also featured at the fair were a Centennial FQrade, Centennial motion pictures 
and historical exhibits. Pioneer certificates were issued during a grandstand 
program to persons over 90. A pioneer breakfast was held in honor of 31 
persona from 73 to S7 years old and featured a pioneer menu. Schools sponsored 
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poster and essay contests. An exhibit on the history of farm machinery was 
presented by the West Central School of Agriculture in Morris. County 4-H 
clubs had various historical costume and Minnesota study projects, Home
makers clubs used the Centennial theme in their activities throughout the 
year, Historical exhibits were featured in store windows in several 
communities. The county budget was $1,300 of which $1,000 was appropriated 
by the county and the balance was received from sales of buttons, The fair 
won $100 second prize in statewide fair competition, Class 4. 

SWIFT 

An exhibit of historical items was a feature of the Swift County 
Fair August 7-10 in Appleton. On Centennial Train Day June 11 in Benson, 
women of the county set up an historical exhibit. Centennial µtgeants were 
presented at the Monson lake Memorial Celebration and Picnic and at Appleton 
by the Searchlight and Monday Clubs. Dairy Day with a Centennial parade was 
held in Appleton. Schools had Centennial programs and the American Legion 
sponsored a Centennial Minstrel Show and Beard Contest in Appleton~ An Art 
exhibition, style shows and programs by many clubs were presented with a 
Centennial theme. 

Centennial community observances included Dairy Days in Grey 
Eagle, Bertha and Long Prairie June 13, the Todd County Pageant in Long 
Prairie July 11-13 which drew an attendance of 20,COO, the Grey Eagle 
Centennial Basket Social May 13 and a Fourth of July celebration at Staples. 
County fair activities at Long Prairie August 12-14 included an historical 
exhibit gathered this year by the county historical society and a display 
of historic photos. Pioneers were honored and awarded certificates. The 
history of Todd County is being compiled and plans are to publish it in book 
form, Some schools had Centennial Days when children dressed in pioneer 
costllmes and re-created pioneer education» Churches observed Centennial 
Sunday May 11, Style shows were an activity in each community. The county 
budget was $B,OOO of which $1,200 was county appropriation. Donations and 
the sales of Centennial souvenir items accounted for the balance of the 
budget. 

TRAVERSE 

The visit of the Centennial Train in Wheaton June 14-15 was the 
occasion for a celebration which included historical displays in shop 
windows, a picnic, band concerts and a free dance. The county fair at 
Wheaton September 4-7 featured a Ce1rtennial µtrade, Centennial Dan Patch Race, 
presentation of pioneer certificates and Centennial exhibits·~ Pioneers alsr
were guests of honor at a picnic. The county budget was $1,004.85 of which 
$600 was county appropriation. 

WABASHA 

Seven thousand trees were planted at Carley State Park as a 
Centennial project. The Wabasha County Fair at H:i.basha July 25-27 included 
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a pioneer exhibit and Centennial parade, County-wide landmarking projects 
were undertaken by the historical society, A number of schools had styme 
shows, Centennial motion pictures were shown and the state was the theme of 
music festivals. A Centennial float represented the county in the Parade of 
the Century. Merchants had window exhibits of antiques as well as poster 
displays by school children and 4-H clubs. April was proclaimed "Minnesota 
M~nth11 a.nd Centennial films were shown to farm groups. Nearly every church 
observed Centennial Sunday and had at least one program during the year with 
the Centennial theme. Clubs and organizations devoted · programs to the 
Centennial and Homemakers Pioneer Day featured a style show, pioneer fashion 
display and a display of historical items. A county-wide Centennial banquet 
was held to conclude the year's activity November 1. The county appropriated 
$600. Community observances integrating the Centennial theme included the 
lake Pepin Spring Centennial Fishing Contest in lake City M'.ay 3 and the lake 
City Water Festival July 4. The Wabasha. Boat and Sports Show in the summer 
was another Centennial event, 

WADENA 

A lu.~berjack mess hall was moved to the fairgrounds and dedicated 
as a museum during the Wadena County Fair August 7-10 at Wadena. Other fair 
activities included an old timers' banquet, old timers' baseball game, folk 
and square dance program, historical skit, fireworks, county flagpole 
installation, planting of a Centennial forest, establishment and dedication 
of a one room schoolhouse, an antique auto display and a display of old 
time fire fighting equipment. A two-day retail trade promotion coincided 
with the Centennial Train visit in Wadena July 19. A ID9.ased Wadena church 
service was held with the Wadena High School Band participating. A history 
book was published by the Finnish Historical Society. The county budget was 
$1,275 of which the county beard appropriated $425. 

WA SSC A 

Old photos were exhibited in conjunction with the county fair at 
Waseca July 31-August 4. Other features of the fair included a Centennial 
parade, historical items exhibited, honoring of pioneers and a dinner for 
pioneers. New Richland's Centennial Festival and Waseca's Sleigh and Cutter 
Festival both had Centennial themes. A horse show was held in vvaseca before 
a crowd estimated at 8,000. Schools presented plays and programs and the 4-H 
council produced a style pageant. The Monday Study Club's topic during the 
year was Minnesota history. There was no budget. 

WASHINGTON 

Re-creation of a. country store was a highlight of the county fair 
in Bayport August B-10. Pioneer farm machinery also was displayed. A Seni~r 
Citizens Party honored pioneers, Communities having Centennial celebrations 
included Forest lake, Scandia, Marine, Bayport, lake Elmo and Stillwater 
Play Days August 1-3. An antique show and Centennial banquet were events at 
Cottage Grove. Several churches observed Centennial with special programs. 
Centennial programs were held in a number of schools. The budget of $1,000 
was appropriated by the county commissioners, 
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~TONWAN 

The Watonwan County Historical Society was reactivated during the 
Centennial year. The county f91ir at St. James August S-10 utilized Centennial 
themes in school exhibits, award ribbons, an antique kitchen display and the 
honoring of pioneers. A thesis on the history of railroads in the county was 
written by the county Centennial chairman, Milton s. Wetzel, Libraries also 
exhibited Minnesota books extensively, Centennial projects were carried on in 
schools including use of Centennial motion pictures aud presentation of 
historical skits. Most churches observed Centennial Sunday May 11. Clubs 
and organizations throughout the county presented Centennial programs and had 
projects and promotions with Centennial themes. The Darfur Community Festival 
was a Centennial occaBion. The Centennial State Archery Tournament was held 
in St. James. Centennial Train Day was held in St. James May 6 with displays 
in store windows, school children and others dressed in pioneer costumes and 
special trade p-omot. ions by the merchants. There was no county budget. 

WILKIN 

Trees were planted on the courthouse la~m in Breckenridge as pa.rt 
of the Wilkin County Centennial observance. The county fair in Breckenr..i.dge 
July 18-20 featured school exhibits, pioneer stories on display and award 
ribbons with Centennial imprint, Pioneers were honored at luncheons at Fox
home and Rothsay, during Centennial celebrations. A history booklet of Fox
home and the nearby area was published, Schools particira,ted by collecting 
historical articles and displaying them. A Great Northern train in miniature 
and an antique bicycle were sponsored in the Parade of the Century. Woments 
clubs presented centennial-centered programs. The county budget was $500 
of which $475 was appropriated by the county board of commissioners. 

WINONA 

One of the few remaining wood-hulled, sternwheel river steamers, 
the James P. Pearson, was 11dry-docked 11 in Levee Park in Winona as a major 
Centennial project. The steamer was redecorated and made into a "Museum of 
Upper Mississippi River Lore, 11 The dedication of this unique museum was a 
highlight of Steamboat Days July 11-13 in Winona. Also a feature of the 
celebration was the presentation of a minstrel show, and a Centennial review, 
"From Sioux to Sa-tellite, 11 About 35,000 persons attended Steamboat Days 
activities, An historical musical drama, 11Minnesota 11 was presented in 
November to 4,500 persons. Another ps.geant with historical events ~as 
presented by Winona County farm women. The Winona '!tJinter Ca.rni val January 
17-19 drew an estimated attendance of 35,GOO. The county fair at St. Charles 
July 31-August 3 incorporated Centennial themes in 4-H exhibits, the grand-3·. 
stand show and in fairgrounds decorations. Also a one room schoolhouse 
housing artifacts of rural school history in the county was opened~ Pioneers 
were honored at a dinner December 2 and certificates were awarded to century 
farm families. Recognition was given at various times to Winonans 'lilho have 
achieved national fame or who ~ave become outstanding in their fields. 
Inaugral ceremonies for the Minnesota Centennial Train were held in Winona 
April 19, attended by the governor and many other railroad and state 
dignitaries. Festivities included a banquet, tours of Winona and special 
exhibitions, Bronze plaoques were presented to businesses and organizations 
which have been established for a century or more. A memorial flag pole was 
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erected on the courthouse grounds November 11~ A Centennial flower bed was 
a project of the WinC'na Fl~wer Club, _Schools had essay contests, historical 
exhibits and art exhibits. Centennial programs were p~esented during a 
convocation of all rural teachers at Winona State Ccllege. Centennial 
services were held on Statehood Day, May 11; other church Centennial programs 
were presented during the year, A contest and dinner for 11Women cf the 
Century11 was sponsored by Sorcptimists Club. Historical publications, "A 
River Town is Born" and 11A History cf Railroading in Winona County," were 
published and the history of agriculture in the county has been compiled for 
publication at a later date. Women's committees were active with style 
shows, teas, historical exhibits, a treasure hunt of historical items and 
club and social programs. A hundred-gun salute was fired on New Years Eve, 
re-enacting the sa.me event that took place when Winona received the announce
ment of Minnesota's Statehood. A Centennial float represented the county in 
the Parade of the Century and at many ether celebrations in the Winona area. 
Remaining funds of the Centennial committee are earmarked for construction 
of a building to be used as a transportation museum. Winona C~unty Centennial 
Committee's budget was 4P14,0CO including a county appropriation of $3,500 
and an appropriation of ~p2, 500 by the City of Winona and ~p780 from other 
villages and townships. The county's Centennial activities were nominated 
for the Thomas Jefferson Award of the Valley Forge Freedoms Foundation. The 
fair won $75 third prize in the statewide fair cont.est, Class 7, 

WRIGHT 

Buffalc- was the scene of Buffalo Days in Wright county, one of a 
number of community Centennial observances. The county fair at Howard Lake 
included an historical pageant. Jtnnandale held a Centennial Celebration 
July 4-h. A Centennial float representing the county appeared in the Parade 
~f the Century and in other area parades. An Old Settler's Day was held in 
Delano. The Corn Carnival Celebration was held August 12-13 in Cokato. 
Another Centennial observance was held in Monticello. The county corn.mission-· 
ers appropriated ~~500 for the 00nnty float and $2,000 for the budget. 
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An historical pageant with a cast of 400 was locally written and 
produced at Granite Falls on June 28 and on July 23 at Canby during the county 
fair. Cast participants came from every town in the county. Seven-thousand 
pe~sons saw the pageant which depicted the history of Yellow Medicine County 
from 1871 to the present. Other county fair activities included a rural school 
house moved to the fairgrounds as a permanent memorial to rural education, 
rural and parochial school exhibits depicting "From Minnesota's Glorious 
Past into a Triumphant Future," and an historical society exhibit. A Senior 
Citizens Day was held in Granite Falls April 12. On June 8 the Centennial 
Train arrived at the county fairgrounds where rides and entertainment were 
provided for youngsters by the Rodeo Association during the time the train 
was open. A music festival entitled uAlong the Centennial Trail 0 was pre
sented at Canby on May 4 by the rural schools of Yellow Medicine County. 
Porter was the scene of an Old Settlers Day celebration on June 21. The pro
gram included a breakfast for the pioneers, a parade and stage show. Atten
dance was more than 4000, A float representing the county appeared in the 
Parade of the Century, Other activities presented with a Centennial theme 
included the county homemakers annual meeting, the Clarkfield American Legion 
Hobby and Talent Show, Kilowatt Days at Granite Palls on June 28-29, a pageant 
at Wood Lake and a community celebration at Hazel Run. Historical displays 
were featured in store windows throughout the county. Every month was dedicated 
to an aspect of life including Americanism, Safety, H&alth & Physical Edu
cation, Youth and Religious Values. Histories of each township have been 
compiled and are to be published. The county budget was $1000 with $100 appro
priated by the coQnty. 
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COUNTY STATEHOOD CENTENNIAL CCMMITTEE CB.AIRMEN 

Aitkin Brynolf Peterson Mahncmen Oscar Nelson 
(1 Anoka Carl Eck Marshall Harold Sorensen 

Becker Parnell Sanford Martin D. N. Spee 
Beltrami Robert B. Kohl Meeker Stanley o. Ross 
Benton John Donovan Mille lacs E. R. Ireland 

Rep. Marvin Schumann Morrison Rep. Gordon Gerling 
Big Stone James Kaercher Mower Sen. P. J. Holand 
Blue Tu.rth J. George Lynch Murray Dr. Dean s. Nywall 

Vern Lundin Nicollet Fred E. Wetherill 
Brown Waldemar Huevelman Nobles Judge Vincent Hol1aren 

Rep. Carl Jensen Norman Mrs. Joel Johnson 
Carlton Al Probst Olmsted laurel Pennock 
Carver Mrs. Ralph E. Mueller Otter Tail H. E. Swenson 
Cass Louis M. Howser Pine Lee Guptill 
Chippewa David Torgerson Pennington Judge Herman A, Kjos 
Chisago George W. Larson Pipestone Rep. Lawrence Cunningham 
Clay Glenn E, Johnson Polk Judge Phil A, Anders~n 
Clearwater Eugene M-. Beltz Pope Col. J. H. Petersen 
Cc-ok Miss Olga Soderberg Red lake Orlo Melby 
Cottonwocd Vic Faust Redwoccl Wallace Simpson 
Crow Wing C, R. Gorham Renville Ewald Schmechel 
Dakota I. T~ Simley Rice Harry Berg 
Dodge Elton Smith Rock Mrs. A. G. Suurmeyer 

Al Hughes Roseau Charles Christianson 
Douglas Harold E. Anderson Ncrth St. Louis C.R. Raattama 
Faribault Rector H. Putnam South St. Louis Dr.Richard Bardon 
Fillmore Rep. Moppy Anderson Scott J. M. Daly 
Freeborn Dr. Mervin A. Aus Sherburne Charles F. Dare 
Goodhue J. M. Adams Sibley Rep. August B. Mueller 
Grant H, B. Johnson Stearns Sen. Henry M. Harren 
Houston Neal Feuerhelm Steele Lloyd Guthier 
Hubbard Miss Myrtle Hillestad Stevens Tom Stahler . 
Isanti B. B. Barker Swift Rep •. A. I. Johnson 
Itasca George A. Rossman Todd Sen. William c. F. Heuer 
Jackson Alvin E. F. Glaser Traverse Keith c. Davison 
Kanabec Gust Roehlke Wabasha Robert Johnson 
Kandiyohi Mrs. Oscar Hedin Wadena Donald Brown 
Kittson Vic L. Johnson Theodore Tofte 
Koochiching Grover c. Green Waseca Donald C • Brown 
lac qui Parle Melvin 1.·roolie Washington E. L. Roney 
Jake Torstein Grinager Watonwan Milton s. Wetzel 
lake of the Woods Earl W. Andersen Wilkin Mrs. Linn.a V. Gordhamer 
Le Sueu:r Rep. Michael.McGuire Winona Dr. Lewis I. Younger 

, .. Lincoln Adrian Little Wright Robert Bakke 
Lyon Lyle V. Harris Yellow Medicine Miss Clara Thorpe 
McLeod Mrs. Catherine Merrill 
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